
Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Enter 
V4 Era and Unveil 2026 Livery at Indonesia 
Launch Event

Jakarta (Indonesia), 21 January 2026

Today, the Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team commenced a new era for Yamaha to the 
great excitement of the motorsports industry, media, and fans. The team presentation was part of 
Yamaha Motor Indonesia’s 3S Dealer Meeting, the largest Yamaha dealer meeting in the world, 
held at the InterContinental Jakarta in Indonesia. The popular event was the perfect occasion for 
the Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team to introduce its 2026 line-up and unveil the all-new 2026 
M1, including its updated livery. 

Takahiro Sumi, General Manager of Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd.’s Motor Sports Development 
Division & President of Yamaha Motor Racing and Paolo Pavesio, Managing Director of Yamaha 
Motor Racing & Team Principal of Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP highlighted the remarkable 
achievement of developing the new V4-powered YZR-M1 in parallel with racing in 2025 – an 
unprecedented challenge in the modern MotoGP era. To achieve such an ambitious target, they also 
underlined the importance of seamless alignment between Japan and Italy and the creation of an 
environment where specialists coming from diverse backgrounds can perform at their best.

Massimo Meregalli, Sport Manager of Yamaha Motor Racing & Team Director of Monster Energy 
Yamaha MotoGP later added that the focus in 2026 will be on extracting performance and building 
consistency weekend after weekend while getting acquainted with the new machine, with positive 
results expected to follow as a consequence of getting the fundamentals right.

This spirit of unity and shared purpose extends beyond the Yamaha Family to Yamaha’s long-standing 
partnerships. Throughout 2026, the Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team can once again rely on 
team Title Sponsor Monster Energy Company’s full support. Yamaha’s global alliance with Monster 
Energy is built on a shared vision of racing as a unique way to communicate to fans worldwide the 
spirit of challenge that connects the two corporations. This strong relationship, which started more 
than a decade ago, embraces most of Yamaha racing efforts – from MXGP to SX up to MotoGP – and 
it is reflected in the iconic Monster claw branding that in 2026 features prominently again on the 
team logo, uniforms, and bikes.

The Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP management was later joined on stage by Factory riders  
Fabio Quartararo and Álex Rins, who had the honour of unveiling their 2026 Monster Energy Yamaha 
MotoGP YZR-M1s. Clearly excited by the passionate crowd and the brand-new bike, the teammates 
shared their thoughts on 2026 preseason testing and their expectations for the upcoming season.

The Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team officially launched their 2026 campaign today at 
a spectacular event in Indonesia, marking the beginning of Yamaha’s V4 era. The presentation 
introduced the refreshed team colour scheme and showcased the completely redesigned YZR-M1.
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The 2026 Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP bike livery retains the characteristic camouflage theme, 
but the livery is refreshed by more blue and white than in previous years. Additionally, a new 
important logo appears on the M1: that of the new Official Logistics Partner DP World, a Dubai-
headquartered global logistics provider and port/terminal operator, employing more than 100,000 
people worldwide and handling around 10% of the world’s container trade. The new partnership will 
be officially launched in Dubai soon at a dedicated event planned on 26 January.

Fabio Quartararo was crowned World Champion in 2021 with Yamaha, and he enters his eighth 
season with the Iwata-based manufacturer this year. He remains a solid fan favourite thanks to 
his unique talent as well as his friendly persona. However, once his visor is down, the charming 
Frenchman turns into a speed demon, and his hunger for success has never been bigger. He spent 
the start of 2026 training around the clock and is ready to take on the busy upcoming season with 
the help of crew chief Diego Gubellini. 

Having made his Yamaha debut in 2024, the experienced Álex Rins remains a key asset to the 
Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team in 2026. He is determined to quickly gain confidence with his 
new 2026 YZR-M1 and push it to the limit to get Yamaha back to the front, supported by crew chief 
David Muñoz. 

The upcoming MotoGP season will be an intense one, currently projected to count 22 GP rounds and 
44 races, with the MotoGP race weekends featuring a MotoGP Sprint on the Saturday and a MotoGP 
Race on the Sunday. 

The Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP Team take this opportunity to sincerely thank their numerous 
long-standing Official Sponsors and Official Partners for their enthusiasm for motorcycle Grand 
Prix racing. 

OFFICIAL SPONSORS 
• Monster Energy Corporation
• DP World (also Official Logistics Partner)
• Eneos Corporation
• Yamalube
• Macron (also Official Clothing Supplier) 
• Akrapovič
• Yamaha Indonesia Motor Manufacturing 
• Blue Core
• Roboze
• BLU CRU
• SIEMENS
• BMC Air Filters
• REEVO
• Debem
• Gilles Tooling
• RCB
• Pont Grup
• Alpinestars
• DID
• Beta
• Capit
• NGK Spark Plugs
• Total Energies (also Official Sustainable  
 ..Fuel Supplier)
• Yamaha Corporation (Yamaha Music)
• Michelin

OFFICIAL PARTNERS 
• Alpinestars
• Zeiss
• Blinkfire
• Toyota Material Handling
• Hygenia
• RCM
• Airbank
• Beta

HOSPITALITY PARTNERS 
• Mokador
• Ca’ dei Frati
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TAKAHIRO SUMI 
General Manager, Motor Sports Development Division, Yamaha Motor Co., Ltd. & President of 
Yamaha Motor Racing

“2026 marks the start of Yamaha’s V4 era, and it’s an exciting chapter – but it demands discipline, 
data, and dedication from everyone involved: our Factory in Japan, Yamaha Motor Racing in Italy, 
the Factory Teams, and our Test Team. Last year’s parallel development of three platforms gave us 
the foundation for this year, so we can now focus on growing the 2026 M1 powered by the new V4 
engine while continuing to work on the 2027 prototype.

“We’ve already seen encouraging signs: improved braking stability, better acceleration potential, 
and a more consistent feeling over long runs. Success early on in the season will not be measured 
just based on results: every lap adds knowledge that will propel us forward. Our focus for 2026 is 
centred on accelerating development speed and ensuring seamless integration between design, 
testing, and racing. We strive to consistently gain momentum – the results will follow.”

PAOLO PAVESIO
Managing Director, Yamaha Motor Racing & Team Principal, Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP   
 
“2026 is crucial because it accelerates Yamaha’s transformation. It’s phase two of our Blue Shift plan. 
The new M1 we’ve just introduced gives us far more development margin than before. I am envisioning 
a season during which we will grow our understanding of the new bike and our performance lap by 
lap, race by race. 

“Indonesia is the perfect place to start this new chapter. It’s home to one of the most passionate 
motorcycling communities in the world: here we have our bigger racing fan base and, of course, this is 
a key market for Yamaha. Hosting the team launch alongside the YIMM 3S Dealer Meeting underlines 
the importance of this region to Yamaha’s vision. The energy and enthusiasm here inspire us and 
strengthen our commitment to a big upcoming challenge and a long MotoGP season, counting again 
22 rounds in total.

“I also want to highlight the partnerships that fuel our journey. Monster Energy has been a trusted 
force alongside Yamaha for more than a decade across multiple racing disciplines. In MotoGP, they 
became our title sponsor in 2019 – a milestone announced right here in Jakarta. This partnership is 
built on a shared love of racing and pushing the level of performance to the limit, and together we 
will strive to make many more unforgettable moments.

“We are also proud to welcome DP World as a new partner. Their world-leading logistics expertise will 
help us simplify operations and enable performance with absolute precision. DP World’s presence 
signals ambition and momentum – qualities that perfectly align with Yamaha’s fast-moving MotoGP 
project as well as other classes, which is something we’ll cover in more detail during next week’s DP 
World x Yamaha event held in Dubai.

“Last but not least, I cannot wait to see Fabio and Álex riding the new bike in Sepang in less than a 
couple of weeks. The first test is always special because it is the moment when all the work done over 
the winter comes together, but with a completely new project this preseason is even more special!”
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MASSIMO MEREGALLI 
Sport Manager, Yamaha Motor Racing & Team Director, Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP 

“Unveiling this new 2026 bike is a special moment because it represents months of hard work from 
many people – in the garage and back in Japan. This year, the biggest change is technical: we start 
with a completely new project, and that, for sure, will create an exciting atmosphere inside the 
garage, especially at the upcoming tests and the opening round. There will be a steep but interesting 
learning curve, and everyone – mechanics, engineers, riders – will be pushing in the same direction 
from day one.”

FABIO QUARTARARO 
Rider, Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP 

“I am ready to start riding again! The team launch is always the moment that the energy and 
enthusiasm for the new season builds – and you couldn’t ask for a better and more supportive crowd 
than the Indonesian fans. It’s exciting to start this new chapter. The V4 engine is a big change, and I 
can’t wait to feel how it will develop on track. I think also the fans and the media are very curious. I’ve 
been training hard all winter, so I’m ready to give it my all. Indonesia is the perfect place to kick things 
off because the fans here are incredible. As always, I will do everything I can to make them proud!”

ÁLEX RINS 
Rider, Monster Energy Yamaha MotoGP 

“First of all, it’s always nice to visit Indonesia. The fans here are really something special. Last year 
I gained momentum at the end of the season – with the Indonesian GP probably being the best 
weekend of all. Kicking off the season with the team presentation here in Jakarta, I feel super 
motivated. I want to carry this energy that I got from today’s launch with the fans into the 2026 
season. The new bike gives us more development opportunities, and that’s highly motivating too. 
There will be a lot of work ahead of us, but I can’t wait. I’ve worked hard during the off-season to be 
ready from the first test. It’s a new era for Yamaha, and I’m excited to be part of it.”
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